Merit Badges Book Club Prompts 

Each of the four main characters seems to want something different. What do they want and do they get it? 
Specifically: 
· When she returns for Christmas, what does Barb want?

· Slow is all about his values. Is he true to them?  

· Chimes seems to be the most happy-go-lucky of the characters. Is he?  

· Quint has a complicated relationship with his mother. How does it evolve over time?  

Which character would you most like to join your book club?  

Who would play the adult versions of Quint, Chimes, Barb, and Slow in the movie?  

Define “dube.” Use it in a sentence. 

In each chapter, a character meets the requirement for a merit badge. Which were the most satisfying? The least satisfying?  Does the merit badge motif further the themes of the novel? 

Minnisapa is modeled after the actual town of Winona, Minnesota. How closely does it resemble your home town?  

Stories of groups of friends are popular in novels and movies.  What other novels and movies does Merit Badges remind you of?  

Much of the novel is set in the 1970s and early 80s. How does its picture of those times compare to what you know of those times, through art or your own experience?  

If your club has additional questions, feel free to ask them at meritbadgesthenovel.com. You can also use the Contact page to send a private email.   

